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Happy 5th Birthday to Ringo,
Skittles & Zoe!

We thought it might be fun to check in on what some
former foster kitties are up to.

Do you remember Frito
and her kittens?

Well, the kittens are just
turning five years old and we
wanted to see what and how
they were doing along with
Mom.

Ringo’s parents thought it
would be a great idea for her

to send out a Happy Birthday letter to her siblings and her
Mom. We hope you enjoy this little article about where our
foster care kitties are. We are extremely happy with their
replies.

Tootsie (aka Frito):
Has a wonderful family
who adopted her after she
spent almost a year in the
Shelter’s care. She enjoys
mousing at night and leav-
ing little presents for her
Mom and Dad in their
shoes; they don’t particu-
larly care for her treats. She
has a brother (Claude) who
she enjoys running and
jumping with. When they are done playing they curl up
together and give each other baths or sit in sunny windows
and watch the birds. Tootsie is very vocal and tells you
exactly what she wants.

Skittles (aka Gateway): Has a large family consisting of:
older sister (Cassie); younger brother (Twix); Duchess, the
Great Dane; Bailey, a Springer Spaniel; and also a forty-

Charlie's Fund Success: Sophie
I had been considering getting a sec-

ond dog for awhile. The first obstacle was
convincing my husband that our Border
Collie, Holly, needed a companion. I
went to the Wayne County Humane Soci-
ety because we had such good luck adopt-
ing Holly from there. I looked at a couple
of dogs but needed to make sure the new
dog and Holly would get along. I remem-
ber seeing Little Lady (now called Sophie) in her kennel and
despite her pleading eyes I didn’t look too hard because her
information indicated she didn't get along with other dogs.
We tried it anyway and they got along fine, wrestling and
playing with each other.

Now came the other news. Due to an old injury that was

Ringo sends birthday wishes to his siblings!

Sophie, a sweet dog who got
a second chance through
Charlie’s Fund

Continued on page 5

Tootsie, aka Frito has found her forever home



Our Mission:
The mission of the Wayne County Humane Society Animal Shelter is to provide a humane facility to shelter, feed
and care for lost, unwanted and abused animals of Wayne County, New York and to provide a facility for humane
education to citizens of Wayne County.

Shelter Hours

Tuesday, Wednesday,
Friday:

10 am to 4:30 pm
Thursday: 10 am to 6 pm
Saturday: 10 am to 4 pm

Sunday & Monday: Closed
Telephone: 315-946-3389

Fax: 315-946-9132
Email:

humane@usadatanet.net
Web: www.hswaynepets.org

Mark Plyter, Executive
Director

Sandy Howell, Shelter
Operations Manager

Board Members
Stephanie Cooper, President

Carol Williams, Vice President
Marianne DeBellis, Secretary

Angela Baker
Kimberly Ferguson

Marge Laws
Andrea Meyer
Fran Snyder

Programs and Services
Pet Adoptions

Shelter for lost, abused and
unwanted domestic animals

Humane Education
Low Income Spay/Neuter

Financial Assistance
Program

Adult Companion Program
Foster Care Program

Volunteer Opportunities
Charlie’s Fund

visit us on the web:  www.hswaynepets.org

All interested members are welcome to attend Board Meetings.  Regular
Board Meetings are held on the second Wednesday of every month at 7 pm.
The meetings are held in the basement of the Citizens Bank, at 711 West
Miller Street, Newark, New York. To obtain a copy of board meeting
minutes, write to: Marianne DeBellis, c/o Humane Society of Wayne Coun-
ty, 1475 County House Road, Lyons, NY 14489.
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INNOCENT VICTIMS OF THE
FINANCIAL CRISIS: PETS

Mark Plyter

Camble, a golden retriever mix, knows nothing of Fannie Mae or credit-
default swaps, and he has never expressed any discernable opinion on gov-
ernment bailout plans. But Camble has been affected by the nation’s and
Wayne County’s current economic turmoil. He recently came into the Shelter

not only because his owner had to move and could not take him to the new rental property,
but purchasing food for him had become increasingly difficult.

As the economy descends into recession and unemployment rates rise, many people are
deciding that they can no longer afford to care for their animals. Many others are forced to
relinquish beloved family pets because of a change in residence.

Camble’s story has a happy ending; he was adopted quickly into a loving home.
However, the calls into our Shelter and shelters nationwide continue to come in at an
alarming rate. As of March 15th this year, we have admitted 39% more dogs and cats than
we did during the same time period in 2008. If this trend continues
through 2009, our Shelter will receive over 1,700 dogs and cats this year.
In our history, we have never had that many animals surrendered.

We are actively looking into a couple of new programs that will assist
Wayne County residents with keeping their pets at home. Please stay tuned
for updates as we move forward with these programs. Not only do we have
to help the public, but our expenses will significantly increase with such a
dramatic rise in possible admissions. We need your help; tell your family, friends, and
neighbors that we are looking for good homes for good dogs and cats. We are also in need
of financial assistance to provide for the animals we are entrusted with. The animals are,
again, innocent victims of our irresponsible actions and inactions.

What You Should Know About Dog Bite Prevention:
Any dog can bite—even the cuddliest, fuzziest, sweetest pup can bite if provoked. From nips to bites
to actual attacks, dog bites are a serious problem. Dog bite victims requiring medical attention in the
US number approximately 800,000 annually. Countless more bites go untreated.
What Can Dog Owners Do?
•Carefully consider your pet selection. Puppies should not be obtained on impulse.
•Make sure your pet is socialized as a young puppy so it feels at ease around people and other animals.
Gradually expose your dog to a variety of situations under controlled circumstances; continue that
exposure on a regular basis as your dog gets older. Don't put your dog in a position where it feels
threatened or teased.
•Wait until your child is older. Because so many dog bites happen to younger children, it is suggested
that parents wait until children are older than four years old.
•Train your dog: The basic commands, such as sit, stay, no and come can be incorporated into fun
activities which build a bond of obedience and trust between pets and people. Avoid highly excitable
games like wrestling or tug-of-war. Always use a leash in public to control your dog.
•Keep your dog healthy: Have your dog vaccinated against rabies and preventable infectious diseases.
Parasite control and other health care is important because how your dog feels directly affects behavior.
•Neuter your pet: It is a fact; neutered dogs are three times less likely to bite.

Continues on page 4
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Memorials
Thank you to the following friends who made contributions to our shelter between December 1, 2008 and March 14, 2009

TUESDAY ACQUISTA
 Michele Fabrizio &  Mary
Joslyn

CHARLES BARLOW
 Estate of Ronald Colacino

THOMAS BIDDLE
 Carol & Leonard Wood

TERRY BLAISDELL
 Elizabeth Coman
 Gerry & Barb Hosenfeld
 Victoria Ann Loveland

CAROLINE  BOSS
 Howard & Norma Fisher
 Jim & Donna Ludington
 Joyce Manktelow
 Lorraine Piccolo
 Orlo Plyter
 Phyllis Todd
 Shirley Wren

OLIVER BROWN
 Jodi Brown
 Levern & Rosemary
DeRuyter

MARIAN CAMBIER
 Levern & Rosemary
DeRuyter

VIRGINIA CAREY
 Brian & Marcia Vick

KATHLEEN COLE
 George & Myrtle Gates
 James & Margaret Pelletier
 Marilyn Domm
 William & Marilyn Schall

SANDRA DICKMAN
 Ann Prothero & Ann
Stevens

WILLIAM ELLIS
 James & Ruth Chatfield

KENNETH FAGNER
 Earl & Mary Ellen Fagner

JOYCE  FAIR
 Wright Wisner, B.E.
Wright, C.H Wright
Distributing Corp.

 Edward Asaly
 James & Alice Capacci

JOYCE  FAIR (CONTINUED)
 Joseph & Faye Dombrowski
 Robert & Jean Hendrickson
 Jeanne Hughes
 Larry & Diane Smith
 Donald Young

JOYCE & PAUL FARMER
 Patricia Manning & Cheryl Gallie

HOLLY FERSTLER
 Charles & Mary Maloney

MINNA FISHER
 Priscilla  Bryant-Schoenly
 Ed & Mary Jo Fenyn
 Betty Hausman
 Paul & Nancy Murphy
 Rita Pisciotti
 Robert & Joan Schinsing
 Harry, Rita & Steve VandeMortel

ROBERTA GALLAGHER
 Kathleen & Leo Blauvelt, Sr. (for
Arline Perce)

 Kathleen & Leo Blauvelt, Sr. (for
Tom Royce)

 Barbara Blauvet &  Darlene
Terhune

 James Doty
 Mary Fisher
 C. R. Gallagher
 Flo & Gary Hayes
 Greg Gallagher
 Allan & Deborah Lattime
 John  Oakes

RUTH HAVERT
 Bette Bugni
 Laurie, Chris & Amanda Bushy
 John & Michelle Castelle
 Donald & Marcia Delue
 Gail Feiock
 Pam & Jake Huber
 Bill & Mary Steighler

DAWN MARIE HIRONIMUS
 Robert & Mary Ann Volk

JANET IOCCO
 Meehan Family

LARRY JOHNSON
 Theresa Lagana
 Christine Robarge
 Robert & Kay Seymour

DONALD KURTZ
 Donna Kurtz

GERALD KURTZ
 Donna Kurtz

KENNETH LEE
 Connie Gilderhaus

JOAN MACKAY
 Daniel & Jacqueline
Youngman

ORVILLE MARTIN
 Town of Arcadia Office Staff
 Lyons National Bank
 James & Dale Brady
 Thomas & Brenda Crowe
 Hope Hemingway
 James & Margaret
Homburger

 John Malak
 Gayle & Steven Murphy
 Donna Neufeglise
 Thelma Prutzman
 George & Betty Schrader
 Richard & Delores Siler
 Peter Stirpe

NATALIE MCKINNEY
 Sc B. McKinney

RYAN MATTHEW MEYER
 Windy Acres Custom Made
Furniture

 Donna Neufeglise
BETTY MILLER (GOBEYN)

 Albert & Dolores Costenoble
 Charles Thoms, Jr
 Cheryl Smith
 Delores Costenoble
 Don & Charlaine Neill
 Dorothea & Milo Whitcomb
 Finger Lakes Organic
Growers

 Frances & John Ramseu, Jr.
 Heather Ann & Andrew
Ballard

 James & Kathleen Miller
 Richard & Mary Almekinder
 Rose Valley Farm
 Steve, Cindy, Harlan, Becky,
Haley, Dave & Andrea

Memorials, continued on page 4
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DAWN MONACHINO
 DesCamp & Conklin
Families

LESLIE MOON
 Helen Bailey & Family

GWENDOLYN NOTEBAERT
 Diane Schram
 Robert O'Connor, Sr.
 Lynda & Fredrick
Hamburger

JAMES RUNNE
 Colleen Gray &  Micki
Runne

PATRICIA SHARP
 Charles & Sue Mitrano

CHERYL SWARTZ
 Paul & Kristina Sturiale
 Donna Swartz

SOFIE TANEA
 Mary Kay Lemen

MARY "MICI" TRIMBY SAWYER
 Virginia Hicks

JACKIE TYNER
 Gerald & Shirley De Back
 Bernice Fisk
 Eugene Fisk & Teri Hermans
 Donna & Bruce Holcomb
 Thomas & Kathleen Johns

HERBERT VANDERLYKE II
 Richard & Sandra
Witkowski

PAULINE VERSTRAETE
 David & Barbara
Christensen

 Denyel Galle-Mattia
 Nada Phillips
 Gordon VanHall

LULA WARREN
 Ann & Jill Warren

AUDREY WICKHAM
 Mary Evans

DR.JOHN WRIGHT
 Joseph & Christina Herman
 Margaret Mares &  Robert
Johnson

ROBERT J. WYKLE
 Town of Ontario Assessor's
Office

 Ben & Marion Conley
 Eugene DeLue
 Donald & Marcia Delue
 Jennifer Hermann
 Janet Thomas

BARBARA
 Sherri Winter

BOOTS (CAT)
 Gordon VanHall

BUGSY (CAT)
 Gordon & Andi Meyer

DUFFY (DOG)
 Williamson Animal Hospital

KAYLA (DOG)
 Ella Clingerman

LITTLE CAT (CAT)
 Michael & Elaine Sinniger

LUCKY (DOG)
 Deborah & Daniel
Vanhousan

MR. PIPPIN (DOG)
 Margaret Soverhill

PIPER (CAT)
 Skip & Andi Meyer

PORKCHOP (DOG)
 Jane Allen

SAMPSON (DOG)
 Marla Beebe

SCRUFFY KRAUSE (DOG)
 Betty Krause

SHADY (DOG)
 Gordon VanHall

SNICKERS (CAT)
 Kathy Cimineri

SOPHIE  (DOG)
 Jonathan & Rebekka
Acquista

SOPHIS (MR. MOOSE) CAT
 Donya LeFever

THE EVERETT PETS
 Ralph & Betty Everett

TUCKER (DOG)
 Katelyn Wedel

WOLFGANG (WOLFY) (DOG) &
FELICE WALSH (CAT)

 Friends at Bausch &
Lomb, Inc.

ZANA (DOG)
 Gordon VanHall

ZEKE (DOG)
 Fred Goodrich

Memorials, Continued

•Be a responsible pet owner. License your pet as required. Obey leash
laws. Dogs are social animals; spending time with your pet is important.
Dogs that are frequently left alone have a greater chance of developing
behavior problems.
•Be Alert: Know your dog and be alert to signs of illness. Also, watch for
signs that your dog is uncomfortable or feeling aggressive and remove
your dog from the situation immediately.
Other Helpful Tips:
•NEVER leave a baby or small child alone with a dog. Teach young
children—including toddlers—to be careful around pets. Children must
be taught not to approach strange dogs. Teach children to ask an owner's
permission before petting a dog.

•Don't run past a dog: dogs naturally love to chase and catch things, don't
give them a reason to become excited or aggressive.
•Never disturb a dog that is caring for puppies, sleeping or eating.
•If a dog approaches to sniff you, stay still. In most cases, the dog will go
away when it determines you are not a threat.
•If you are threatened by a dog, remain calm. Don't scream. If you say
anything, speak calmly and firmly. Avoid eye contact. Try to stay still
until the dog leaves, or back away slowly until the dog is out of sight. Do
not turn and run!
•If you fall or are knocked to the ground, curl into a ball with your hands
over your head and neck. Protect your face.
Dogs are wonderful companions. By acting responsibly, owners not only
reduce the number of dog bites but also enhance the relationship they
have with their dog.

Dog Bite Prevention, Contineud from page 2
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The GO FETCH Raffle is Back!
Not a game or a direction, but rather a
unique raffle being held by the Humane
Society of Wayne County. Prizes are
$250 for first prize, $150 for second
prize and $50 for third prize. Tickets
are $5 each, and can be purchased at
the Shelter, or from the Law Office of
Cynthia M Kukuvka, 330 E. Main St.,
PO Box 65, Palmyra, NY (597-4641).
You should also soon be getting tickets
in the mail, but extras can be obtained through these offices.
Tickets are $5 each, but if you sell 4 you get the 5th one free!
The drawing will be held at the Society’s Open House at the
Shelter on June 7, 2009, at approximately 2pm. You need not
be present to win.

Come be a Pirate
for a weekend!
Shiver me timbers! August 9 and
10 are Palmyra Pirates Weekend!

The Humane Society will have a
booth featuring items for sale, in-
formation on upcoming events and
games for the wee buccaneers!

Pirates of the Canal weekend was
started three years ago, and continually grows. It's Canal
awareness weekend and many communities along the canal
be holding canal celebrations.   Palmyra has kids games,
crafts, wine tasting, food venders, a Kazoo band, and on Sat-
urday a Bed Race down Main Street.

It’s an excellent opportunity for us to showcase our services
and our treasure trove of loving animals for adoption.

Aarrrrh you interested in helping man the booth for the week-
end?  Please give a call to the Shelter, or Cindy Kukuvka
(work 597-4641). It will be a good time, a great investment
in community awareness of the Shelter and we promise no
volunteers will be forced to walk the plank!

A Special Birthday Wish
Most youngsters, can’t wait

to see what wonderful presents
they’ll get for their birthdays!
Many youngsters, and even
some adults, can’t imagine a
birthday without gifts. Late
last year the Shelter got a won-
derful surprise. A young boy,
Zack Bushart, his mother and a
few friends came into the Shel-
ter with approximately $400.00 worth of supplies for the
animals.

For his birthday Zack decided to forgo gifts for himself.
Instead he asked his
friends to bring some-
thing to donate to the
Humane Society! “We
really don't see this
much anymore,” Mark
Plyter, executive direc-
tor of the Shelter
explained. Zack is a
special young man.

Heading into a year of economic uncertainty, Zack’s
generosity buoyed the spirits of everyone at the Shelter; we
have a strong community and if we pull together we can
continue our work for the animals. Zack, everyone at the
Shelter, and all the animals thank you very much!

never taken care of, Sophie would need to have the leg
amputated or have a costly cruciate surgery to try to repair
the damage to her leg. A number of people expressed
surprise that the Humane Society simply didn't put Sophie
to sleep because of her injury. Instead, the great staff that
works at the Humane Society saw what a wonderful
personality Sophie had and decided she deserved a second
chance.

Through Charlie’s Fund the Humane Society was able to
pay for the cruciate surgery that Sophie needed. Charlie’s
Fund exists through donations by generous people who want
to help sick and injured animals that arrive at the shelter and

need extra care above what the
Humane Society can provide. The
staff at Lyons Veterinary Clinic
even commented that, even though
Sophie was in pain after the sur-
gery, she continued to be the sweet
dog that she is. Just a week after
having surgery, Sophie is getting
around better than expected.

If I ever had any second
thoughts about adopting this 65-
pound lap dog, all I have to do is

look into her light brown eyes and see all the love in them.
Thank you to the HSWC staff and Charlie’s Fund for believing

in Sophie.
If you would like to help make success stories like Sophie’s
possible, please send your contribution to The  Humane
Society of Wayne County, 1475 County House Road, Ly-
ons, New York 14489, and note that it is for Charlie’s
Fund.

Charlie’s Fund Success: Sophie, continued
from first page
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Our February auction was once again a great success. We
all had a great time and raised more than $9,000! The best
sellers were original works of art and homemade cookies
and fudge!  (A plate of cookies for over $100 . . .  that's
wonderful! Thanks to Cathy Kallassy.) It's always fun to
have Steve from Van's Auction doing the live auction bid-
ding; he knows just who to lean on for that extra dollar!
Lively bidding for silent and live auctions keep the after-
noon moving. We had great helpers, including our teens
(Allison Wilck, Michelle Kukuvka, Emmileigh Kukuvka,
Ben Kukuvka, Alexandra Dewa and Theresa Dewa) display-
ing and showing off items.

Over 150 folks attended the auction held at Burnham's
Canalside at the Quality Inn. The poolside location was
perfect for showing off the art work, electronics and other
donated items. As in years past there were raffle items, silent
auction items, and of course the live auction. Each year we
acquire more items and have larger crowds.  It would appear
that Wayne County is supporting our auction and our Shel-
ter, and we thank all who donated, joined us, and were lucky
bidders!

Thank You for Making it a
Sweetheart of an Auction! HSWC

Open House!
June 7th

12:00pm - 4:00pm
Join us at the HSWC Shelter for our

annual Friend Raiser!

Tour the grounds and

meet the animals!

Highlights include:
 Special speakers covering animal
related topics

 Silent Auction
 Mercy the Painting Horse
 Working dog demonstrations
 Mutt Strut 2009 sign up
 Go Fetch! and 50/50 raffles
 Used book sale
 Kritter Kris
 Bake sale
 PAWS for a Cause
 Renew your membership
 Children’s Activities
 Lunch at a family price!

Please stay tuned for more
information.

Be Kind to Animals Week
The American Humane Association created Be Kind to Ani-

mals Week in 1915 to celebrate the unique bond between humans
and animals. We are often asked “What can I do for the Animals?”
and “What does the shelter need on a daily basis?”

Well, during Be Kind to Animals Week, we will:

 wash 70 loads of laundry

 use 14 gallons of bleach

 use 28 rolls of paper towels

 go through 525 pounds of cat litter
So, it’s true that it takes many of the same items to run the

shelter as it takes to run your house. We just super-size.
Please consider these genuine needs the next time you’re making
a non-monetary donation to the HSWC.
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“PAWS FOR A CAUSE” CAMPAIGN
Have you always wanted to volunteer to help shelter

animals?  If so, now is your chance to make a differ-
ence to the dogs and cats who are in our temporary
care. Call Andi Meyer at 986-1287 or Marge Laws at
986-4320, and we will help you get started selling
Paws during the month of May. We need volunteers to
sell Paws at Bob’s Big M (Wolcott), Breen’s (Palmyra
and Williamson), Loson’s (Lyons), Paton’s Market
Place (Sodus), and the Wal-Mart Super Store
(Macedon).

In past years, the “Paws for a Cause” Campaign has
raised over $5,000 for the shelter.  We need your help
in asking shoppers to “donate a dollar for the animals.”
Please assist us in this worthy endeavor. The Cause
will give back to you as you get to meet and greet
members of your community!

In honor of:  ________________________

Every year the Shelter proudly displays the thousands of
PAWS donated during PAWS FOR A CAUSE month.
Visit the Shelter during May and watch the PAWS start
popping up! PAWS will also be available and on dis-
play at many Veterinary Offices throughout the county!

Can’t make it out to purchase a PAW to honor that spe-
cial person or animal? Feel free to clip and mail this
PAW to the shelter with your donation.  HSWC, 1475
County House Road, Lyons, New York 14489

year-old, gray Amazon parrot named
Gertrude. Skittles enjoys nibbling on
his Mom’s nose until he gets in trouble
and is sent out of the bedroom. He
enjoys eating and will let you know
when it’s time to eat and how quickly
he would like to be fed. He and Cassie not only enjoy being
together, they even look alike.

Zoe (aka Julia): Has a smaller family she shares with
Scherzo a 10-year-old feline, who sometimes would prefer
to be the only kitty. There are times when she will let Zoe

give her a bath and then they curl
up together. Zoe loves to sleep
upside down with her paw over her
eyes. She is very vocal and loves
water. One of her favorite things to
do is tip over the water dish and
watch the water run across the
floor—not something her Mom

and Dad find terribly amusing. She is also the “life of the
party” and loves catnip.

Ringo (Ringo): Has a large family consisting of five
other cats and two large dogs. During the spring and summer
months her family grows very large due to her family foster-
ing cats and kittens from the Shelter. Ringo enjoys flying
across rooms; her feet rarely touch the ground. She teases
the dogs and is very vocal like her Mom. We always know
when she is tired and ready for a nap because her nose turns
bright red. She loves to get under things and move around
like a turtle or squeeze into the smallest cat bed to sleep.

It seems everyone is happy and healthy and doing great!
Thank you for all the wonderful stories of your furry friends.

Would you like to update us on a pet you adopted from
HSWC? We’d love to hear from you. You can email us at
newsletter@hswaynepets.org or you can send your submis-
sions to us by mail: Newsletter c/o HSWC, 1475 County
House Road, Lyons, New York 14489. Please note all submis-
sions become the property of the HSWC.

Happy 5th Birthday to Ringo, Skittles
& Zoe!, continued from first page

Zoe, always “the life of the party”

Wayne County Motorcycle Club Benefit
for the Shelter
The 7th Annual Wayne County
Motorcycle Club Benefit for the
Humane Society of Wayne County
was held March 14th. Dinner,
dancing, auction items and a raffle all added up to lots of
fun for those who attended this wonderful event. Just over
$2,400 was raised for the Shelter.

Skittles enjoying a sunny window
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I’m Miss Kitty and I was a loving compan-
ion until my person passed away. I know I
can make someone very happy. Do you have
the patients to help this torti out of her shell?

HSWC
Calendar of Events:

April —Prevention of Animal Cruelty Month!
May —PAWS for a Cause Month!!
May 3 to 9 —Be Kind to Animals Week
May 17 to 23 —National Dog Bite Prevention Week
June —Adopt A Shelter Cat Month
June 7 — HSWC Open House

Lost and Looking for Love. I’m a 10-year
old black lab who lost his way. Can I find
my way into your heart? Call the shelter
and ask for Lumpy.

9-year old Brown Seal Point Siamese mix
seeks admirer. Will it be “sorry Charlie”
again? Is it so wrong to want to be adored?
Inquire for Charlie.Pretty 4-year old brindle girl seeks loving

relationship. I’m ready to make a lifetime
commitment. Will my forever home be with
you? Visit me at the Shelter. Ask for Kizzy.

My name is Susanna and I’m very shy. I
would love a quiet home and someone who
understands me. Can I be your one and only?

Pet Personals: Please call the Shelter for more informa-
tion (315-946-3389) on these and other wonderful pets await-
ing adoption.


