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Puppy Mills

Penny Express Chugging Along!

Ever since Oprah Winfrey covered puppy mills earlier this
year, the issue has exploded in the American media. The Humane
Society of the United States and the ASPCA have active
campaigns against the horrors of puppy mills. Still, the average
person isn’t aware of what the problem is and how to combat it.
What exactly is a puppy mill? Simply put, a puppy mill or kennel
is a breeding operation that does not conform to humane standards.
Dogs, allegedly of pure breed, are often kept in unsanitary
environments with a lack of exercise, food and water—let alone
the human attention and affection that dogs need to develop and
thrive. Female dogs are often forced through multiple litters each
year in these squalid conditions. In many cases the puppies suffer
through the same. Frequently kept in cages with only mesh
flooring and water bowls coated in green slime, rescued puppymill dogs are often covered in feces and urine; many struggle with
serious disease. Often, puppy-mill dogs are only cleaned up when
sold to pet stores or when they are to be shown to unsuspecting
buyers looking for a “pedigree puppy.”
What can you do to stop the puppy mill crisis? Puppy mills are
operated solely for profit. They are easy money because of the
substandard care given to the animals. When the operations are no
longer easy money, puppy mills will no longer exist. If you are
looking for a dog, or a puppy, check your local shelter first. In a
nation that prides itself as a melting pot, aren't mutts the most
American of dogs? If you have your heart set on a purebred
dog—check shelters first; it is estimated that over 25% of the dogs
turned into shelters are purebreds. Check local, breed-specific
rescue groups. If that doesn't work, do your homework and be sure
you are buying from a reputable breeder. Your veterinarian can be
a good resource.
How do you tell a reputable breeder from a puppy mill
operator? Reputable breeders usually only raise one breed of dog.
Why? Because they are not solely motivated by profit; they may
be enamored by the apple-shaped head of chihuahuas or the
splayed front feet of basset hounds. They carefully select the dogs
they breed because they are commited to bettering the breed; they
want to avoid any breed-specific health problems and to attain a
dog as close to the AKC standard as possible. Most reputable
breeders do not advertise in the newspaper. Especially avoid any
"puppies ready for Christmas" ads. Puppies from reputable

In January we asked for your help to update our cat cages.
Thanks to many generous contributors the Penny Express is
making great progess! So far we have collected enough
contributions to buy two new cat cages. (One almost totally with
change!) We have a goal to aquire two more. Each cage costs
approximately $2200. Won't you help us
to better showcase our wonderful kitties?
When visiting the Shelter please drop
a few coins in the railroad crossing bank.
It lights up and has train whistles–it's
actually kind of fun.
Larger donations: If you'd like to
contribute to this project with a check,
please send it to:
HSWC
Penny Express
1475 County House Road

Continued on page 6

In this Issue:
Puppy Mills...................................................................1
Penny Express Chugging Along!................................1
The “NO KILL” Shelter Debate.................................2
Memorials.....................................................................3
The HSWC Annual Meeting Notice...........................4
“Tree of Lights for the Animals”................................4
Sixth Anual HSWC Auction........................................5
A Heartfelt Thank You................................................5
Annual Pasta Dinner & White Elephant Sale...........5
Wish List.......................................................................5
A Birthday Celebration!..............................................6
Holiday Open House....................................................6
Pictures with Santa......................................................6
Give the Gift of Membership......................................7
HSWC Calendar of Events..........................................8
Come, Stay, Eat!...........................................................8

2

THE SOCIETY PAGE • OCTOBER–DECEMBER 2008

Our Mission:
The mission of the Wayne County Humane Society Animal Shelter is to provide a humane facility to shelter, feed
and care for lost, unwanted and abused animals of Wayne County, New York and to provide a facility for humane
education to citizens of Wayne County.
All interested members are welcome to attend Board Meetings. Regular
Board Meetings are held on the second Wednesday of every month at 7 pm.
The meetings are held in the basement of the Citizens Bank, at 711 West
Miller Street, Newark, New York. To obtain a copy of board meeting
minutes, write to: Marianne DeBellis, c/o Humane Society of Wayne County, 1475 County House Road, Lyons, NY 14489.

Shelter Hours
Tuesday, Wednesday,
Friday:
10 am to 4:30 pm
Thursday: 10 am to 6 pm
Saturday: 10 am to 4 pm
Sunday & Monday: Closed
Telephone: 315-946-3389
Fax: 315-946-9132
Email:
humane@usadatanet.net
Web: www.hswaynepets.org

THE “NO KILL” SHELTER DEBATE
A message from our shelter’s Executive Director Mark Plyter

We have received calls and had inquiries from people in
Wayne County and many surrounding counties stating that they
would like to bring in their cat or dog because they heard we are a “no kill”
shelter. While it is true that we have not had to euthanize an animal in nearly
3 years for space, we do euthanize animals that are considered unadoptable
(aggressive, ill, or suffering).
Because of on-going and highly visible debates about the words we use to
define ourselves, we tend to create a perception in our communities that may
not be correct. Open admission shelters admit all animals, every day, no matter
what. “No kill” shelters will house sick or aggressive animals until they pass
away, sometimes spending thousands of dollars on their care, leaving no room
for healthy adoptable animals. Many open admission shelters have to
euthanize healthy and behaviorally sound animals because of overcrowding.
While many believe that “no kill” can be misleading to the public, most also
believe that, at its heart, it reflects a goal of everyone in the sheltering
field—to end the need for euthanasia of healthy and behaviorally sound
animals.
I like to “define” what we are as limited admission. When the shelter is full,
we ask people looking to relinquish their animals to schedule a time to bring
them in. This allows us to be able to adopt out animals and make more room
for the incoming animals.
Why do we have to struggle with these issues every day? It is not the
animal control agencies nor the shelter—we have stood on the frontline of this
battle for decades. It is the communities themselves that continue to generate
more animals than responsible homes. No one ever thought to blame the
American Cancer Society for cancer yet some members of the public and
media continue to blame animal homelessness and euthanasia on shelters.
While we are doing the best we can here and trying to find the best options
for the animals we are entrusted with, it is up to all of us to educate the public.
Together we can capture the common goal of everyone that deals with cat and
dog overpopulation—placing the adoptable into quality homes and limiting
the number of unwanted births.
Mark Plyter

Mark Plyter, Executive
Director
Sandy Howell, Shelter
Operations Manager

Board Members
Stephanie Cooper, President
Carol Williams, Vice President
Marianne DeBellis, Secretary
Angela Baker
Kimberly Ferguson
Dan Hess
Marge Laws
Andrea Meyer
Fran Snyder

Programs and Services
Pet Adoptions
Shelter for lost, abused and
unwanted domestic animals
Humane Education
Low Income Spay/Neuter
Financial Assistance Program
Adult Companion Program
Foster Care Program
Volunteer Opportunities
Charlie’s Fund

visit us on the web: www.hswaynepets.org
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Memorials
Thank you to the following friends who made contributions to our shelter between June 13 and August 20, 2008

CONSTANCE LEGG KELLY

JAMES ALVAREZ
William Mullen
William & Susan Mullen
Ann Young

Sandra Boerman

Wayne County Bar
Association
Dale & Jack Bridson
Marianne DeBellis
Karl DeMay Family
Leslie Glines-Jones
Lynda & Robert
Parmelee
Christine Robarge

JEOPARDY (BLACK LAB DOG)
Gerald & Constance
Petty

MITZI (BELOVED PET)

MARTHA MCFALL
Carol Elizabeth Countryman
Dennis & Beryl Demeyer
Lisa & Robert Jr. Duerr
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Duerr
Barbara S B Henry
Claire Soule
Peter & Mavis Weston

RICHARD DICKINSON
Robert & Jean Dyer Yost

MINNIEFRED ELDREDGE

DEXTER MORRISON
Thomas & Patricia Martin

Ronald & Patricia
Cocquyt

SADIE (DOG)
Barbara & Gregory
Viola

SIMON (DOG)
David & Stephanie
Cooper

SNEAKERS (CAT)
Gordon & Nancy Van
Hall

JOSEPH NOTHNAGLE

Elizabeth Lester &
Family

KATHLEEN ERICSON
Paul & Kathy Deminck

Deborah & Edward Crecco
Anne & Fran McKenna
Mark & Patricia Nothnagle
Eleanor & Jack Perry

REGGIE (DOG)
Bed & Biscuits Kennel

SAMMY (DOG)
Bed & Biscuits Kennel

HARRIETT PIERSON

ORVA FABELLO

Mary Ann Zaretsky

Nancy Aumann

"BUDHA" THOMPSON (CAT)
Mary Lou Thompson

MARION PRUNER

MARION FARRON
Harris-Maxwell Family
Jane Allen
Marianne DeBellis
Gerald & Marilyn
Demarree
Donna & Jim Harris
James & Diana Hogle
Dawn & Christopher
Jendrick
Gordon & Andrea Meyer
Christine Obrian
Rose Marie Schrader
Karen & James
Strossman
Bernard & Ruth Welker
Virginia DeTorio

Gayle & Steven Murphy

GRACE MARTENS

THOMAS BIDDLE

LOUIS JENDRICK

Pat Chiota and Rick Payne
Terry & Melinda Larrington
Rug Hookers & Red Hatters

JADE (DOG)

Emogene Morse

CHIFFON (DOG)
Carol Elizabeth
Countryman

STELLA RODGERS
Jean & Ken Reynolds

GEORGE SABEL

SPOOK (HORSE)
Lisa Everett

Gordon & Andrea Meyer

CAROL STEVENS
Friends at Wolcott Town Hall

HERBERT VANDERLYKE
Fred & Joan McGowan
Richard & Sandra Witkowski

On July 1st 1992, John
Catlin, of Sodus, adopted a
beagle-mix named Bobby.
Bobby was a valued friend
to John until his death on
March 3, 2008, just shy of
his 16th birthday. John has
had a Japanese Maple
planted in honor of his
faithful friend.

visit us on the web: www.hswaynepets.org
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The Humane Society of Wayne County invites you to participate in our annual

“Tree of Lights for the Animals”
For a tax-deductible donation
of $5.00 or more, we will
place a light on the holiday
tree at the Shelter

For a tax-deductible donation
of $10.00 or more, we will
place a light on the tree as well
as a dog or cat ornament
printed with the name of the
animal you select

Your donation will be used to purchase much needed equipment
and supplies for the Shelter
The tree will be lighted at
Thanksgiving and throughout the Christmas and
Hanukkah seasons as a
symbol of hope and love . . .

To purchase lights and ornaments, please use the
form below. The names of
the donor(s) will be placed
with the name of the pet(s)
in the Book of Memory

If not using the form below, please include this information with your donation:

1. Number of lights donated: ____

and/or

1. Number of lights and ornaments donated: ____

In Honor of __________________________

In Honor of __________________________

In Memory of ________________________
Cat
Dog
Horse

In Memory of ________________________
Cat
Dog
Horse
3. Light(s) Ornament(s) donated by:

2. Acknowledgment to be sent to:
Name

_________________________

Name

_________________________

Address

_________________________

Address

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

Please complete the above form and enclose $5.00 for every light (or $10.00 for every light and ornament), and make check payable to:
HSWC Animal Shelter, 1475 County House Road, Lyons, NY 14489

The HSWC Annual Meeting Notice
The Humane Society of Wayne County is holding its Annual Meeting on Wednesday, October 8, 2008 at 7:00 PM in the basement of the
Citizens Bank, located on Route 31 in the town of Newark. All Humane Society members in good standing are invited to attend this Annual
Meeting. The Annual Report will be presented by the President and elections of Board members will take place at this meeting.
The Society is a group of caring and companionate people who are concerned about the health and well being of companion animals in Wayne
County. Of these caring indivduals fifteen people are nominated and elected to the HSWC Board of Directors. From these fifteen board members,
four are elected to the Executive Committee which consists of the President, Vice President, Treasurer, and Secretary. Each officer is elected to a
two - year term and all other Board members are elected for a three year term. Nominations are open until the evening of the meeting. Nominations
may be submitted to the Nominating Committee in care of the shelter. Please note that nominations may also be made from the floor at the meeting.
If you are interested in serving on this board please submit a Board of Directors application and a letter of interest which may be found on the
HSWC Website. Please send to: The Humane Society of Wayne County, 1475 County House Road, Lyons NY 14489, Attention Nominating
Committee.
The Nominating Committee will present the list candidates for consideration. Voting will take place for the election of the HSWC Board of
Directors. Board members are also asked to chair and/or reside on two committees. These committees are Shelter Advisory, Fundraising,
Education, Finance, Nominating, Vision and Volunteer Coordination. If you would like more information, please contact Stephanie Cooper at
(315) 589-9111.

visit us on the web: www.hswaynepets.org
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Sixth Annual Humane Society
of Wayne County Auction
Saturday, February 7, 2009
Burham’s Canalside,
Quality Inn, N. Main Street
Newark, NewYork
We wish to take this opportunity to thank all of our gracious sponsors
and the many individuals who have donated in the past to this fine
event. Each year the need for the services of the Society increase,
resulting in the cost of providing these services for our community to
also increase. To continue to do the work necessary in the community,
your continued support is much needed, and very much appreciated.
We hope that you will continue to support us this year by donating a
basket, service, item, or art piece that can be auctioned off. Items can
be dropped off at the Humane Society on County House Road in
Lyons, or at the Law Office of Cynthia Kukuvka, 330 E. Main St.,
Palmyra, NY. Arrangements can also be made to pick up the items by
calling Cynthia at (315)597-4641. To insure that all of our sponsors
and donors are listed in the Auction Program, items need to be
received by January 9, 2009.
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Cynthia at the
above number. Thank you again for your continuing support.

A Heartfelt Thank You
On behalf of the Board of Directors, Shelter Staff and all of our
animals, I would like to thank everyone for all they have done for
the shelter this year. This year has brought us a large number of
animals that were too young to stay in our care. We have a terrific
foster care network and I cannot thank them enough for opening
up their hearts and homes for these little lives. Without the
devotion of people who consistently volunteer at events, PetsMart
and the shelter, we would not be able to exist. We are thankful for
our membership base and the people who donate items from our
wish list, bring us newspapers and make our furry friends special
treats. Special thanks, too, to the volunteers that have helped make
our recent mailings successful. Even small donations make a big
difference in the lives of our animals.
Thank you for all you do and have done.
Sincerely,

Stephanie W. Cooper
P r es id en t
Tenderhearted Texan looking for Love.
Are you ready to make a lifetime commitment? Then
you may be the one for me! Just call & I’ll come a
runnin'. Let's go on quiet walks or car rides in the
country—I’ll even let you drive! Are you ready for a
loving lifetime commitment? Call the shelter and ask for Maxwell.

5

Want to take advantage of
discount club pricing, but
Always in high demand
can't store 8 gallons of
Cat litter
bleach? Tempted by BOGOs
Canned cat food
on paper towels, but lack
Paper towels
cabinet space? Maybe your cat
doesn't like a certain flavor in
Laundry detergent
the variety pack? Consider
Bleach
donating to the Shelter! We
Needed for Surgery
make it easy. You can drop off
Isopropyl alcohol
your donation during regular
AA batteries
hours of operation, or when
Exam gloves: Medium and large shopping at our fine Wayne
latex and non-natex
County stores, drop off items
Distilled water
in our conveniently located
"dog houses."
Lint rollers with refills
Surgical masks
Not only can you help the less
New upright bagless vacuum fortunate animals in our
cleaner (please call the shelter for community, but your donation
may qualify as a tax deduction!
more information on this item)

Wish List

Annual Pasta Dinner & White
Elephant Sale
Saturday, October 18, 2008
Palmyra Fire Hall, Route 31, Palmyra
Browse the bargains and fill your tummy!
Pasta Dinner
All you can eat
With or without meat
Salad
Italian bread
Beverage
Array of special
desserts
Take out available

White Elephant Sale
Books
Crafts
Holiday items
Jewelry
Stuffed animals
Knickknacks
And much, much
more!

Dinner: 4:00–7:00 p.m.
Sale: Noon–7:00 p.m.
Adults: $7.00, Children under 12: $4.00
Tickets can be purchased at the shelter, from any
board member, or at the door the day of the dinner.
Interested in helping? We can always use help—both
on Friday to set up for the sale and prepare for the dinner, and Saturday for sure! Call Marge Laws at 9864320 or Carol Williams at 331-3527.
Desserts needed! They may be dropped off at the Fire
Hall Friday between 10:00 a.m. and 3:00 p.m. or Saturday after 11:00 a.m.—or call Marge or Carol to arrange
for pickup.
Thank you to all who donated items for the White
Elephant Sale. This year’s selection is the best yet!

visit us on the web: www.hswaynepets.org
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A Birthday Celebration!
Wondering what to do on a Sunday afternoon in
November? Bring the kids and be spellbound by Iroquois
storyteller Perry Ground, a Turtle Clan member of the
Onondaga Nation. Everyone will be captivated by his
energetic traditional Iroquois legends and stories of animal
tales. The Humane Society will be hosting a birthday
celebration for the shelter before the story telling begins.
Cake, cookies and ice cream will be served.
Tickets are available from Board members, the Shelter,
and at the door. Tickets are limited—get yours today.
All proceeds from this event benefit the Humane Society
of Wayne County.
Mark your calendars!
Sunday, November 16, 2008
2:00 PM–4:30 PM
Palmyra Town Hall
Main Street, Palmyra
Tickets: $5.00 (adults), $3.00 (students and seniors)
Contact the shelter at (315) 946-3389 or log on to
www.hswaynepets.org.

Holiday Open House
We will be hosting a Holiday Open House on Saturday,
December 6 between 10:00 and 2:00. Please stop by and have
a cup of coffee or cider and enjoy a cookie or two. While there,
please visit the animals staying with us. Make sure you browse
our gift case for that special something to put under your tree
for your furry friend. Perhaps purchase a light and/or an
ornament for a friend or a pet and watch our tree grow bright
and full. Take a minute out of your hectic schedule and join us.

Pictures with Santa
Dates have not been finalized yet for Pictures with
Santa in December 2008. Watch for more
information about this fundraiser at the shelter and
on our website.

Mature male seeks committed relationship.
I’m looking for someone who’s playful,
affectionate and friendly—Just like me! Do
you need someone to love? Shower me with
TLC and you won’t be sorry! Let's build a life
together. Call the Shelter and ask for Kenny—
you won’t be disappointed!

Long-haired beauty seeks Love.
I don’t care if you're single or married—I
don’t judge. I’d happily share our home
with you and your children! Contact the
Shelter and ask for Kizzy. I could be your
purrrrfect match!

Puppy Mills, Continued from first page
breeders are usually spoken for well in advance of their birth.
Many breeders have extensive application procedures and
background checks and will also take the pet back in case of
serious issues; reputable breeders do not want their puppies going
to just anyone. It's for that reason that most reputable breeders do
not supply pet stores.
Owning a pet is a serious responsibility and so is choosing a
breeder. If you aren't sure about the breeder, before you look into
your new puppy's eyes and fall in love, ask to tour the kennels
where the dogs are kept. Insist on seeing the puppy's parents. If the
breeder refuses, walk away—you have likely stumbled into a
puppy mill operation.
Sadly, even though in the U.S. Alone, animal shelters
euthanize three to four million dogs and cats a year, applications
for kennel licenses are on the rise; puppy mills are a high-profit
industry. It is not a crime to breed dogs, or cats for that matter, for
profit. Everyone understands that businesses must make a profit. It
is a fact of life that domestic animals are commodities to be sold
and dealt—and for some that is all they are. Legislation cannot
obligate breeders to treat dogs and cats with the love and affection
that most dog and cat owners would. However, legislators must
hear our voices insisting that these companion animals be treated
humanely. As pet lovers we have the responsibilty of being
advocates for our four-legged friends.
Here in Western New York, several organizations are
working diligently to bring awareness—and solutions—
to the scourge of puppy mills. Puppy Mill Rescue
(puppymillrescue.com) is a hardworking local group dedicated to
saving dogs from the ravages of puppy mills. They sponsor the
“Bark Heard Round the World” event in order to promote the
needed changes. This summer, the “Bark” was heard just outside
of Penn Yan in Yates County. The event brought together many
different animal organizations including breed rescue groups and
“Rescue Ink”. The men from “Rescue Ink” are a group of tattooed
tough-guys with hearts of gold—they spend their days promoting
animal welfare and protecting those furry friends who need them.
Check rescueink.org for more information.
Lastly, dogs from puppy mills are likely to have serious health
and behavior issues. Dogs that suffer through those problems
many times end up at local animal shelters, like the Humane
Society of Wayne County. But just like people, a little love can go
a long way and these abandoned “puppy mill” pets can still give
back all the warmth and love that their new owner gives them.
Thousands of success stories are out there, and only by talking
about the issues, the solutions, and by having the courage and love
to give a home to these animals can change happen. Educate others
about puppy mills in order to drive change, and as always, consider
adopting from your local animal shelter first. You won’t be sorry.

visit us on the web: www.hswaynepets.org
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Give the gift of membership!
Gift membership includes a letter from the President of the Board of Directors and this quarterly newsletter.
We are now able to offer additional benefits at various levels of support.
Supporting members are eligible for a 5% discount on all Science Diet food purchased at the shelter.
As a Patron, you will receive a free sweatshirt, 5% discount on all resale items, and a 5% discount on Science Diet food purchased at the
shelter.
At the Sustaining level of membership you are entitled to a 50% discount on the adoption fee of one sterilized cat or dog (qualified
adopters), a free sweatshirt, 5% discount on all resale items, and a 5% discount on Science Diet food purchased at the shelter.
As a Benefactor you will receive a free adoption of one sterilized cat or dog (qualified adopters), a free sweatshirt, 5% discount on all
resale items, and a 5% discount on Science Diet food purchased at the shelter.
Donations received from members are used to purchase food, toys, medical supplies and treatment for the animals, as well as supplies that are
essential to the day-to-day operation of the shelter. Simply clip this form, complete it, and mail with your check to:

Humane Society of Wayne County
c/o Dale Bridson
5937 Draper Street
Wolcott, NY 14590
Please make checks payable to:
Humane Society of Wayne County
Name

£ Benefactor...............$500

Address

£ Sustaining................$250
£ Patron......................$100

City

£ Supporting.................$50

State

£ Family........................$35

ZIP

£ Individual....................$25

Telephone

£ Senior Citizen............$20

E-mail

£ Youth (17 & under)....$15

Please include your name and address below so that we may acknowledge your gift.

Give the Gift of Membership!

£ Check this box if you wish your gift to remain anonymous

Name
Address

City
State
ZIP
Memberships are tax deductible under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code

Shy, demure female seeks companionship.
Can we be friends first? I'd like to build a
lasting relationship with someone kind that I
can show my affection to. Is that you? My
name is Hilde, you can reach me at the Shelter.

He’ll thank you for it!

Single female seeks long term relationship.
Looking for a laidback companion who isn't
the jealous type? Looking for someone to
shower you with affecton? I'm the girl for
you! Contact the shelter and ask for Mia!

visit us on the web: www.hswaynepets.org

HSWC
Calendar of Events:
October —Adopt a Shelter Dog Month
October 18 —Pasta Dinner & White Elephant Sale
November thru December —Tree of Lights for the Animals
November —Adopt a Senior Pet Month
November 16 —HSWC Birthday Celebration
December 6—Holiday Open House at the Shelter
February 7—6th Annual HSWC Auction

Come, Stay, Eat!
Our cookbook is being manufactured right now!
It's a collection of 200 recipes, helpful hints, and
marvelous artwork supplied by Shelter Friend and
local artist, Will Boydell. And it's only $12 to
purchase.
The book will be available for sale at the Pasta
Dinner, on October 18th, and at the shelter thereafter. Can't
make it to the dinner? Don't want to visit the shelter? Keep an
eye on the website—an order form will be available there later
on. Mail orders will require a $5 shipping and handling fee.

Humane Society of Wayne County
1475 County House Road
Lyons, New York 14489

The Society Page is a labor of love published
by the Humane Society of Wayne County
Fran Snyder, Editor
Stephanie Cooper, Photography
Production Staff:
Marge Laws
Andrea Meyer
Thomas I. Parry
Subrata Paul
To submit an article to The Society Page send to:
The Society Page,
c/o The Humane Society of Wayne County
1475 County House Road
Lyons, New York 14489
Email: newsletter@hswaynepets.org
Please note: All articles must include the name and telephone
number of the author to be eligible for publication.
Distinguished older gentlemen seeks
permanent situation. A little gray? Starting
to slow down a bit? Not to worry, I won’t
hold it against you. Looking for a friend to
talk to? I’m an excellent listener. Interested
parties please reply to Pumpkin at the HSWC
shelter.
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